
they may not be aware of it, godly values 
are constantly being instilled in them.  

I am reminded of the verses 23-27 in 1 
John Chapter 2 verse 24: 

“See that what you have heard from the 
beginning remains in you. If it does, you will 
also remain in the Son and in the Father.”

Since the reopening of the “Old School” 
site at Mount Sophia, I have visited the 
place a couple of times. The buildings bring 
back memories of my school days there 
and it is kind of nostalgic having lunch in the 
former science lab and almost sacrilegious 
parking on what was the basketball court. 
The toilets are still the same (they are now 
considered as fashionably “retro”). But 
nothing can replace the friendships we 
made during our school days – that remains 
despite the changes happening around us. 
I am glad the old school has been given a 
new lease of life – it inspires us to move 
on and accept the changes in our lives, 
fi nd new uses for our skills and enjoy the 
present instead of dwelling in the past.

Barbara Chee

MGS Alumnae Association April 2008

FELLOWSHIP

I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome our new principal Mrs Shirleen 
Ong  to MGS. Although she is not an old 
girl of the school, we warmly welcome 
her to the MGS family and wish her an 
exciting journey ahead as she leads the 
school into new frontiers! As principal of 
the school, she will also be an ex-offi cio 
member of our Alumnae committee and 
we look forward to working closely with 
her on matters concerning the school. I 
also would like to wish Miss Kon Mei Leen 
a happy retirement. Looking after more 
than 2,500 girls is a tremendous task and 
she deserves a good rest after serving as 
principal for more than 13 years.

MGS has been turning out fi ne young 
ladies, not only ones with excellent 
academic results, but young ladies who 
are full of poise, grace and confi dence. 
Recently I attended two weddings of ex-
MGS girls. Not only were the brides beautiful 
and radiant on their special day but their 
best friends from school, who were their 
MCs for the evening, were outstanding as 
well. I was so proud of them, knowing they 
were all MGS Alumna (even though they 
have not signed up – yet!).

I constantly remind myself when I talk to 
my daughter that school today is not the 
same as what it was when I was in MGS. 

The student population is fi ve times larger 
than what it used to be and the curriculum 
is also different. So as not to impose my 
sometimes out-of-date  ideas  upon my 
daughter, I often ask her for her views of 
life in MGS. Although we may come to the 
same conclusion, more often than not, our 
perception of events or places can vary. 
That just goes to show how differently 
we think. Differences aside, we still agree 
that we would not want to be in any other 
school in Singapore! 

Loyalty to the school is a value that has 
been cultivated and it continues to bind 
us to the school through the generations. 
However, it is sad to note that in the quest 
for academic excellence, many of our girls 
are not completing a 10-year education in 
MGS. Some are leaving after Primary 4 or 6, 
and others at Secondary 3. Last year’s “O” 
level results have proved that our school is 
the best in Singapore. Hopefully, that will 
convince those who are contemplating 
going to another school that the grass is 
not greener on the other side.

An education in MGS does not only consist 
of book-based learning. Life’s lessons are 
also taught through 
pastoral care and 
interaction with 
teachers and fellow 
students. All this is 
done in a Christian 
environment. The 
daily devotions and 
chapel services 
nourish the minds 
and hearts of our 
girls and although 
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Calendar of Events
Past Vs Present Games
19 April, Saturday
MGS Sports Centre

Annual General Meeting
21 June, Saturday
Alumnae Room, MGS

Love MGS 2008
27 June, Friday
MGS Auditorium

MGS Founder’s Day Dinner
25 July, Friday
Meritus Mandarin Hotel

Teachers’ Day
29 August, Friday

Mini Fair
24 October, Friday

Message from the 
President
Change is in the air.



Annual General 
Meeting

The AGM at the end of April 2007 saw several new 
members elected to the committee. Ms Angelina 
Wong joined the committee as our Hon. Legal 
Adviser and Ms Elaine Ng as a committee member. 
There was a good turnout of members and we did 
not have to wait too long to form a quorum.  As 
usual all those who turned up were treated to a 
sumptuous tea spread.

Under the umbrella of the MGS Alumnae, the Love MGS team 
worked tirelessly to organise LoveMGS 2007, held on Friday, 
29 June. The theme this year was “My Grace is Suffi cient”, and 
indeed, it was. From start to fi nish, the team caught a glimpse 
of the magnitude of God, and we saw the things that only a 
great God could make possible. It especially touched our hearts 
to see at least 78 people respond to the altar call, out of which 
13 were salvations. Truly, His grace is suffi cient! 

This would not have been possible without the prayer covering 
of the MGS Alumnae. Month after month, faithful Alumnae 
prayer warriors met to intercede for the event, joined by key 
members of the Love MGS team. Prayer doesn’t stop with the 
passing of an event, though! The Alumnae prayer group still 
meets every month to intercede for the school, its leadership, 
and all who pass through its gates. We meet every second 
Monday of the month, 7.30pm in the MGS Alumnae Room. All 
are welcome!

Love MGS

Annual General

2007 was a busy year for the alumnae. Here’s a quick 
overview of what took place!
2007 was a busy year for th

Past Events

Past Vs Present Games
As usual, we held our Past vs Present Games 
where experience once again trumped youth, and 
the old girls successfully defended the PvsP trophy 
over a series of sports and lighthearted games. Fun 
was the order of the day, and 
ended in true alumnae style, 
with a delectable tea spread! 

Love MGS

Bake Sale A call for help from the SALT 
Club to contribute to a bake 

sale was one of the activities alumnae members undertook in April. Over two days, a few members baked chocolate chip cookies and brownies which were sold at recess time. MG girls really know a good thing when they see it – the goodies were gone well before the bell went for the upper secondary school recess! The success of this bake sale prompted us to have another bake sale in July to raise funds for the primary school musical ‘Mrs Noah’s Arc’. Together with mothers from Parentlink, we again baked cupcakes, cookies and brownies which the girls consumed with relish – a change from the usual canteen fare!

For the fi rst time in more than 10 years, we held an 
Extraordinary General Meeting in October to seek our 
members’ approval to amend the Rules of the MGSAA 
which were outdated. There was a good turnout and 
all present agreed to the amendments put up by the 
Working Committee subject, of course, to the approval of 
the Registrar of Societies.

One of the major amendments was to accommodate our 
auditors who advised us that they were unable to audit our 
accounts by the end of April. The amendment would allow 
us to hold our AGM at a later date so that we could have 
the accounts audited and presented during the AGM.

The Registrar was quick to approve our suggested 
amendments. Our revised Rules will be published on our 
website and we will be able to hold our AGM in June this 
year.

Extraordinary General 
Meeting



This year, the Teachers’ Day lunch was held at the 
Chinese restaurant at the Civil Service Club in Bukit 
Batok. Not only was the food delicious, so was the 
‘entertainment’. We had our very own ‘Teachers’ Idol’ 
contest and this got quite exciting. There were quite a 

few contestants and 
it was tough for the 
audience to decide 
the winner. But in the 
end, Ms Gabrielle 
Dai won with a 
Chinese song. Who 
would have thought 
our teachers were 
so talented?

Teachers’ Day

Mini Fair
The alumnae once again pitched in for the school’s mini 
fair in late October last year with our well anticipated 
general store of almost-new goodies from clothes to 
toys, books to household bric-a-brac. Highlights were the 
Christmas tree lucky dip and the Red Bag Sale where $10 
gave customers a large red ‘market style’ plastic bag to 
fi ll with whatever they fancied in 5 minutes. Always a hit,
the alumnae store saw 
enthusiastic shoppers 
from the moment it 
opened, which shows 
that the spirit of retail 
therapy reigns strong 
and true in MGS girls 
both young and not-so-
young.

Capturing theCapturing the
MGS TraditionMGS Tradition

For the fi rst time in many years, the MGS Alumnae 
organised a social event for our members. And who better 
to collaborate with than with The Raffl es Hotel, another 
‘grand dame’ who – like MGS – also celebrated its 120th

anniversary this year. This event was facilitated by Ms Annie 
Choy, the hotel’s Director of Marketing Communications, 
and the alumnae committee. 

Response was very encouraging. On 24 August, 30 alumnae 
members who signed up for the event were treated to a 
private history tour of the hotel led by its resident historian, 
Mr Ware. This was followed by English tea at the Empire 
Café where lively conversation and girlish bonhomie brought 

the afternoon to a 
lingering, delightful 
close. As part of the 
arrangement, the 
alumnae committee 
and Raffl es Hotel 
also organised a 
similar private tour 
of the hotel for the 
Secondary One 
Sophia Blackmore 
students in July. 

An Afternoon at
the Raffl es

This year saw more alumnae members stepping 
forward to get involved with MGS once again. In 
particular, Vanessa Goh who is now a freelance copywriter, 
proposed the idea of a series of advertisements for 
MGS. Subsequently, she generously volunteered 
her time and expertise and developed a series of fi ve 
beautifully evocative ads in celebration of the school’s 
120th anniversary, which captured the remarkable MGS 
spirit over the years. 

Her designs capture the history and spirit of the MGS 
tradition, and all the values the school stands for. 
Strength, resilience, friendship, growing up, pride in 
our history, they are beautifully rendered. Not only did 
it take her almost a year to develop, she also had the 
help of a professional designer to do the artwork, and a 
professional photographer who took photos of authentic 
MGS artifacts from the Archive Room at the school. We 
are looking into ways to make use of these ads and do 
justice to the hard work and effort she put in for our 
dear MGS.

We are deeply, deeply grateful to her. 
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The school’s 120th Founders’ Day Dinner was held at 
the enormous Swissotel the Stamford ballroom with 
a large turnout of over 78 tables. It being the school’s 
milestone anniversary, there were many old girls’ tables, 
including the Class of 1987 who took up seven tables! 
As a special treat, we also had one of the Love MGS
bands performing and accompanying us in music.

Barbara Chee, our President, aptly gave a short 
presentation of how MGS girls have stayed in touch 
with each other. Judith Quek, Crystal Wong, Elizabeth 
Chan and Chin Ying Han received the Ellice Handy, 
Tan Ley Chee, Ruth Wong and Wong Hee Hua awards 
respectively, while Mrs Tan Kim Choo received a long 
service award for teaching at MGS for 35 years. The 

Founder’s Day Dinner
Michele Lim reports on MGS’ milestone

120th anniversary celebrations. 

Margaret Goh service 
award went to Mrs Lo 
Su Li and the Service to 
Education  award which 
was presented to Rev Paul Nga.

This year’s entertainment was a lovely song by animals (aka primary girls in 
their fabulous costumes) from the primary school’s production of ‘Mrs Noah’s 
Arc’. One of our alumna, Dr Joyce Liang, also sang for us a song taken from 
her yet-to-be-released CD album. The evening ended with the graduating 
class gathering on stage singing, “I’ll Be There For You”, after which everyone 
rose to join them in a rousing rendition of the School Song.

Founder’s Day Dinner 2008 will take place on 25 July at the 
Meritus Mandarin Hotel in Orchard Road.
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Fellowship: Tell us about your background in education.

Mrs Ong: Perhaps one can say that I am a fruit of the local education 
system – where I obtained my fi rst and second degrees from both 
local universities. With my increasing interest in education, I was 
soon asked to attend the Leadership in Education Programme, 
a milestone course for local school leaders. It was a course that 
shaped my education ideals and what one could do for schools. 
There, I was awarded the Ruth Wong Gold Medal for which I am 
grateful to God for His blessings.

What is of key signifi cance in my personal learning journey has 
been the desire to constantly improve myself. 

Charles Kaiser, Jr. said: The greatest enemy of best is “good”. If 
you’re willing to accept “good” you’ll never be the “best”.

Hence, etched in my personal philosophy for learning is to 
always seek to improve myself.

Fellowship: What is your vision for MGS?

Mrs Ong: If we were to defi ne heritage as something that is 
passed down from one generation to another, then MGS has a 
rich heritage. It is a school that takes pride in educating girls in a 
Christian environment, and it ensures that the girls are resilient 
and able to meet the changing needs in education.

The small enrollment of nine girls then in 1887 as compared to an 
enrolment of more than 2000 students today is also remarkable. 
The resources for the teachers, then, when the school fi rst 
started, were limited and their salaries were dependent on what 
interested stakeholders could pool together; today, MGS as an 
independent school in Singapore is ranked among the nations’ top 
schools and attracts scholars from many countries in the region. 

Indeed, a peek into our past and a look at our present tell us 
that through the years, MGS is distinguished by its resilience, 
its unending trust that God will make a way for us and by the 
unfailing devotion of the staff and stakeholders. MGS has scaled 
new heights.

Many illustrious MGS alumnae, made formidable by the MGS 
brand of education, are today successful professionals, actively 
involved in community work; like their predecessors, today’s MGS 
girls will continue to contribute to the global landscape. They will, 
God willing, be the ‘positive infl uence’ in the global community.

What then, will the Education in MGS be like? We will build upon 
the fi rm foundation that has already been laid in MGS. According 
to Alvin Toffl er, “The illiterate of the twenty-fi rst century will not 
be those who cannot read and write, but those who cannot 
learn, unlearn, and relearn.” Hence, the learning in the schools 
in this the 21st Century will be dynamic. It will be driven by new 
ideas, knowledge and technology. It will require an in-depth 
understanding of the cultures of different peoples as the world 
becomes fl at. We will appreciate different perspectives; we will 
go forward, and upward,  to meet the challenges and seize the 
opportunities of the global age. 

We are mindful of what Milton Chen, Executive Director of the 
George Lucas Educational Foundation (GLEF), said, “We want 

New Lady at the Helm
Fellowship caught up with Mrs Shirleen Ong, the 
new principal of MGS to fi nd out her thoughts 
on three things we are all burning to know! 

to break down the artifi cial 
barrier between the classroom 
and the rest of the world. We 
would like to see kids doing 
local history, so young people 
can talk with people in the 
community. Students enjoy 
collecting data, not reading a 
textbook.”

The shift to more inter-
disciplinary learning, 
innovations, project-based 
learning and collaborative 
learning will become more 
signifi cant. Skills like critical 
thinking, problem-solving 
skills, computing and 

technology skills, communication and self-direction skills will 
assume more importance. 

Indeed, with the support of our stakeholders, our MGS girls will 
move to the edge of an exciting education landscape and take 
fl ight.

Fellowship: How do you plan to work with the Alumnae 
and foster the “old girl” spirit?

Mrs Ong: The Alumnae plays an important role in defi ning the 
quality tradition of an organization. Hence, for MGS, the Alumnae 
will be a place where bonds of friendship made in school, are 
fostered and grow over time. 

Ties that bind transcend location and site•

The common bond of the Alumnae is the school. This is where 
relationships are sustained through an effi cient system of 
communication and through activities organized by the Alumnae. 



Always Beautiful!
It was when the birthday girl from the other party in Bistro Gaga jumped into our fi nal group 
photo that we really knew how fortunate we were to be sharing the evening together. Michelle 
Tay of the Class of 1997 (4A2) writes. 

Last year, ‘old’ girls from the Class of 1997 gathered on 
nostalgic ground to celebrate a decade of enduring friendship 
and camaraderie.

Dinner was a nostalgic and raucous affair at 11 Mount Sophia, 
the home of MGS from the 1940s to 1992. 

For the girls who attended Primary 1 at the site before the 
primary school moved to Balestier Hill in 1989, it was an 

It will be the quality friendships and relationships made that 
allow the Alumnae to continue to thrive. This probably explains 
why, even when a school is no more on the original site, the 
love for the school continues. The friendships made and the 
pleasures shared become the intangible but robust bond that 
holds us together.

School as focal point of activities among different •

generations of MGS

The school could serve as the focal point of activities for social 
networking among the different generations of MGS girls; it 
is the venue for them to form a support for one another. This 
support of friendship becomes even more meaningful when 
friends are there for one another – beyond the schooling age 
and at different stages of their lives. School is one, big family 
where siblings may be kept apart by physical distance but still 
enjoy the bond of love which bridges the chasm. 

Helping the alma mater move forward in its journey of •

excellence; being responsive to changes in a dynamic 

landscape

Beyond the friendships and support for one another, the 
alumnae could contribute to the current education of the girls 
and create opportunities for authentic learning. This becomes 

increasingly important in the 21st century when learning 
needs extend beyond the boundaries of the curriculum and 
pupils must, of necessity, appreciate different perspectives 
and a variety of challenges in the global community. The 
MGS alumnae is in a position to mentor the nurturing of the 
perspectives and responsibilities of a global citizen.

As working adults, the alumnae are in a better position to support 
our girls in their learning journey – be it in terms of fi nancial 
support or in terms of their own expertise. The example and 
leadership of the alumnae in nurturing the bond with the alma 
mater will ensure that generation after generation of MGS girls 
will return to joyfully “pay the debt of love” they owe, to the 
school that has nurtured them in their formative years. 

In this way, the excellent standing of the school will endure the 
storms of time. The strong voice of support for the alma mater 
will go beyond brick and mortar. The clarion call for MGS will 
resound through the region and beyond, wherever MGS girls 
may be found; the fact that we once shared a common past in 
MGS, is the bond that transcends time and place. 

“Don’t be dismayed at good-byes. A farewell is necessary 
before you can meet again. And meeting again, after 

moments or lifetimes, is certain for those who are friends.” 

~ Richard Bach

almost surreal experience returning to the place they once 
knew for Girls’ Brigade drills, lessons with strict teachers and 
the fl ood-prone basement canteen. 

Yes, the popular girls were still popular, the cheeky ones still 
cheeky and the loud ones louder than ever; but most saliently, 
everyone had blossomed into successful and poised ladies. 
There were the few hotshot lawyers, a doctor, an A*Star 
researcher, two journalists, a pop star in the making, and 

many other accomplished alumna that 
any school would have been very proud 
of.

Things that once divided us, like classes 
and houses, posed no barriers now. 
Instead, there was such a strong sense of 
familiarity amongst everyone that chatter 
and laughter reverberated across every 
inch of space in the room. We even had 
to hush ourselves periodically so as not to 
disturb the other party in the restaurant.

The reunion effort was spearheaded by 
Ngoei Enying, who organised the get-
together together with 15 other girls 
from the Class of 1997. Enying said she 
thought it was imperative that we had this 
reunion but it didn’t seem like there was 
something being organised. So, despite 
being in the midst of planning her own 
impending wedding as well, she roped 
like-minded people in to help and the 
entire event came to fruition after two 
months. Talk about a labour of love!

Reunions
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The event started at 7pm with canapés and soft drinks. The 
dress code was “anything that reminds you of school”, so 
girls came dressed in everything from their old uniforms and 
old cheerleading outfi ts to modern dress in navy-and-white 
combinations. Some even tied their hair up in ponytails and 
pigtails. 

It was truly amazing to see how well some of those who 
turned up in their old school duds had staved off Father Time. 
That’s MGS girls – always beautiful!

Entertainment that night consisted of a slideshow 
presentation of old photographs. A few stills drew laughter 
as sweet nostalgia fi lled the air and soured some noses – 
indeed, memories are sacred, emotional things. There was 
also a trivia games segment, where gifts, mostly French-
branded beauty products, were handed out to the winners.

One question even created a mini-controversy. The challenge 
was to hum the chime of the primary school bell. But was 
it the Westminster chime or Edvard Grieg’s Morning? The 
jury is still out on that one. (The winner maintains it was the 
Edvard Grieg ditty.)

The crescendo into the night’s fi nale was marked by the girls’ 
chiming in unison to all three verses of the school song. With 
loving hearts and joyous song, we sang to MGS. Although 
the lyrics were projected on a screen, you could tell that no 
one really needed to refer to them as the words were still in 
their hearts. And of course, no evening with the Class of 1997 
would be complete without a little girlish, or should we say 
impish, urge for mischief. 

Suffi ce to say that when it came time to take a group photo, 
everyone had fun with their poses. And that’s when the other 
party, evidently stoked by the fun we were having, decided 
to join our photo.

There are many things that had changed in 10 years, but not 
the beautiful and genuine essence of an MGS girl. Be it another 
decade or half-century from now, one thing is certain: MGS 
girls bring joy and laughter to everyone wherever they may be.

May the Lord’s blessings continue to grace the Class of 1997.



The Class of 2007 has done MGS proud with one of the most 
spectacular ‘O’ level results Singapore has ever seen, and 
producing no less than fi ve of Singapore’s top students! With 
every reason to celebrate, we congratulate the Class of 2007 
including:

National Top Students 2007
CHAN XINHUI KIM Sec 4D (10 A1s & 1 A2)
One of 2 top students for Singapore O-level cohort

TANG CHUNG WAH KRISTINA Sec  4S (10 A1s)
One of 17 top Chinese students in Singapore O-level cohort

NALLAMAI RAVI Sec  4S (9 A1s & 2 A2s)
SHARMA MANSI Sec 4D (8A1& 1A2) 
Two of 10 top Indian students in Singapore O-level cohort

NURUL AZIZAH BTE JOHARI Sec 4D (9 A1s & 1 A2)
The only top Malay Student in Singapore

Other top students
With 9 A1s (inclusive of students who have taken CL in Sec 3)

Nivia Satriavi Soetrisno Sec 4D (9A1s 1A2)
Ellie Choi Ci-En Sec 4E (9A1s 1A2)
Foo Hui Jun         Sec 4H (9A1s 1A2)
Wee Wei Celine Sec 4S (9A1s 1A2)
Tham Kar Mun Sec 4H (9A1s)
Chen Rong Hua Christine Sec 4S (9A1s)

The batch also saw 16 girls who obtained 8A1s and 21 girls 
who had 7A1s. 

For Honours Won….!

Fellowship: How is retirement so far?

Miss Kon: Wonderful. If I knew how wonderful it was going to 
be, I’d have done it a long time ago!!! 

Fellowship: What are you doing these days?

Miss Kon: I’m doing some volunteer work in education, mentoring 
young people and working with children with special needs, and 
I’m spending more time with friends. I’ve picked up some new 
hobbies as well – I’m reading more these days, and doing more 
exercise – like brisk walking and swimming. Well actually, I go 
walking with a walking group which has expanded….but it’s more 
a social thing. When I do have time to kill between appointments, I 
go on the treadmill. Oh, and I am learning how to cook, too.  That’s 
overdue, especially for someone who loves food! I’m taking a 
greater interest in the garden – particularly in herbs that are used 
for cooking.  I’ve also made travel plans – generally short trips of 
about two weeks – for the rest of the year.

Fellowship: Cooking? What are you doing to pick up culinary 
skills?

Miss Kon: Well, basically from cookbooks…Now and then, I go 
for cooking demonstrations at a club, and someone even took 
me to a wet market to teach me how to pick fresh vegetables. 
So far, I have learnt enough to host a simple dinner for friends.

Fellowship: Looking back, how was it as principal of MGS?

Miss Kon: Well, there were ups and down, but I thoroughly 
enjoyed the job. What gave me satisfaction far outweighed what 
frustrated me.  It always made me happy when the whole school 
pulled together in the same direction – which was almost all the 
time. I was always fortunate to have had really wonderful key staff 
and a very good team. It was heartwarming when the staff got 
together to work towards a common goal – it could have been an 
event like a fundraiser, concert, competition or sports carnival; or 
during a crisis when teachers fell seriously ill or when they had to 
take care of a family member who did….when we couldn’t fi nd 
a replacement, and the teachers had to reshuffl e their duties to 
accommodate the situation. Everyone came alongside and fi lled 
in the gaps. It always worked out. 

I think we succeeded to a great extent in providing a holistic 
education. But it’s a journey and things can always be further
improved. We can never say we’ve `arrived’.

Fellowship: What do you think distinguishes MGS girls?

Miss Kon: It’s the MGS network and legacy that is unique. When 
MGS girls get together, there’s always a natural affi nity, even if 
they did not know each other before. It’s the people we know in 
common, our shared experiences, memories and values as an 
MGS family that pulls MGS girls together.

Catching Up with 
Miss Kon
Miss Kon Mei Leen retired last year after 
13 and a half years as Principal of MGS, 
nine and a half years as Vice-Principal, and 
eight and a half years as a teacher at the 
school. Fellowship catches up with her. 
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Yes, that is what MGS @ Mt Sophia is now called. I went there with 
a couple of MGS friends (Susan Tang and Linda Lim) in December 
2007. We had lunch at the cafe that was called Recess, which 
was just outside the old Primary 4 and 5 block. We sat outside 
on a raised platform built all along the front of the block. It was a 
wooden structure with a plastic see-through roofi ng with blinds all 
round to shield sun and rain. The waiters all wore a badge on their 
black Ts that outlined the MGS badge. The badges come in black 
on white and white on black and can be bought for $2 apiece. If 
you tell them that you are an old girl of the school, they will give 
you a free sheet of the sticker badges. As food goes, it was better 
than tuck-shop fare but pricier, of course.

After lunch and tea, we walked around the school to visit old 
haunts, classrooms, science labs and toilets. Another restaurant/
cafe housed themselves in the old Domestic Science Room at 
the Shaw Auditorium Building. They had an exterior porch built 
on a platform that extended to the fence facing Nind Home, 
which from the distance, looked interesting.

The school was painted all white and the glass panes of the 
doors of the old Secondary 4A/Geography block were lime green, 
lemon yellow and crystal blue. I liked the glass panes because 
they provided a dash of colour. The old tower clock doesn’t work 
anymore and the hands remain pointed to just after 4.  Funnily, 
I was slightly deceived as that was about the time that I had 
glanced up to look at the clock!

Most of the classrooms housed offi ces. There were a few 
recording and fi lming studios. The toilets were the same as we 
remembered them to be except for changes to the tiles and wash 
basins. As I didn’t need to go, I didn’t look at the water closets. I 
don’t enjoy going into old toilets, they give me the creeps. I like 
modern new clean toilets, like the ones at the Recess cafe. They 
built two new ones at the back of the Primary 4/5 block next to 
what used to be the steps going down to the tuckshop. Pity, the 
steps and slippery slope, which I slid down everyday when I was 
in P4 and 5, are gone, and so too, the gong-like disk that Ah Kuan 
struck when it was time for recess.

Not being able to relate to the new Ellice Handy Building (in 
place of the old P1/2/3 block) because it was built after we left 
school, we briefl y walked through it.  We discovered later that it 
holds the Sinema which screens only Singapore made movies at 
$5 a ticket.  I wonder if they give discounts to old MGS girls?

Sim Suh-Ting (Class of ‘72)  takes a nostalgic 
tour around the old Mt Sophia campus, now 
called The Old School, and shares her thoughts 
and impressions. 

The Old School

Susan said that whilst the old school seemed much smaller 
than she remembered it to be, it was probably less a physical 
thing, but more the fact that our worldviews and perspectives 
had broadened to the extent that we had probably outgrown the 
familiar small safe space at Mt Sophia. I have to admit, as I had 
not analysed it that deeply, I cannot say whether that rings true 
(read: too ‘cheem’ for me lah!).  I can, however, say that I am 
glad about a few things.

I am glad they kept the buildings very much intact. I am glad 
that they made use of the classrooms the way they did. I am 
glad that everything is as I remembered it to be. I particularly 
liked the P4/5 block because they opened out the insides by 
knocking down a wall or two between classrooms and it just 
seemed so bright compared to when we were there when I 
recall everything to be so dark and gloomy. Linda remarked too 
that the windows did wonders to bringing in light, although, 
when we were students, whilst I remember that there were 
windows, they just were not opened for some reason or other. 
The cement screed fl oors were painted white and treated to a 
shiny epoxy. I thought it was quite brilliantly done. I really liked 
the whole effect.

What I didn’t like was the fact that I had to pay for parking at 
my old school. A buck an hour, I’m miffed. So horrifi ed 
was I to have to pay for parking that I tried stuffi ng my 
car in a corner or nook along the road leading to Cathay 
and even at the old theological college.  Sadly, I found no 
such corner or nook, only an unfriendly prohibitive centre 
dividing white line that ran along the road throughout the 
area. ;-(

Would I go again? Well, yes defi nitely, seeing how it is 
my old school. But I have to say that I would have to think 
twice about the parking charges. Now, if I could park at 
the old theological college…;-)

Verdict? All in all, a nice nostalgic afternoon reliving the 
past. I think both Susan and Linda felt the same way, too. I 
should have brought my camera. Next time, bring camera 
and a folder to fold my car into to stuff somewhere.



W
hat Are They Doing Now?

Shirley Tan-Oehler (Year of 1976), was commissioned last year by NTUC to write a book, 
and her book, Gritty Nithi: The Remarkable Life of Nithiah Nandan – Comrade & Champion,
found its way to the “Bestsellers” shelves of Kinokuniya and Borders in February 2008, 
about a month after the book was placed for sale in major bookstores.

The book was launched by Mr Lim Swee Say, Mr Lim Boon Heng and Mr 
Tharman Shanmugaratnam on 10 November 2007. Among Shirley’s guests that 

day were two teachers who she acknowledged 
in her introduction as having “inspired me, 
believed in me and did not allow me to give up.”
Said Shirley: “Mr Lim Chong Han refused to believe 
anyone could not do Math and coached me till I passed 
the subject. Mrs Pok Biau Hee and Mrs Tan Wai Fong, 
believed I could make something of my life if I applied 
myself – other than being a school athlete. I think they 
did not bargain that I would take their words literally – 
and became a bodybuilder.”

Shirley named two other educators who impacted 
her education path and life choices. “Mrs Ng Meow 
Leng taught me Chinese as a second language from 
Secondary 1 to Secondary 4, and helped me to pass the 
two most critical exams – Secondary 4 Prelims and GCE 
‘O’ Levels. Upon knowing my results, she went around 
the school, wept, declared: ‘Shirley passed Chinese!’ 
and organised a BBQ lunch at her home to celebrate my 
success. Later, when I decided to take up Chinese A at 
‘A’, she offered to tutor me for free. There was also Mrs 
Raymond Ong, whose reading was so melodious that I 
could not but fall in love with the English Language!”

Of Old Teachers and ChroniclesOf Old Teachers and Chronicles
Best-selling author Shirley Oehler acknowledges her old 
teachers at MGS.

Reviews
***

“Shirley has done a magnifi cent 
job, and produced a substantial, 
engaging book which conveys 
Nithiah’s character and spirit well. 
It is amazing that when so ill, 
Nithiah could still marshall his 
thought and facts so cogently 
and powerfully. Shirley must have 
worked some magic on him!”

- Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong

“Many of us can feel for Nithi. 
We all have our own sorrows. 
You’ve done a great service to 
record a good man’s life story.”

- Mr Masagos Zulkifl i, Senior 
Parliamentary Secretary 
(Education)

Fellowship: What got you started on developing The Old 
School concept? And why the old MGS campus?

Andrew: The partners saw an opportunity to turn the former 
school site into a nexus of artistic activity and were bonded 
by their individual interest in contemporary urban culture, in 
particular multi-genre, multi-discipline creative arts. The former 
Methodist Girls School site was a cluster of splendid buildings, 
rich in history and architecture. The partners immediately saw 
the charm amidst the state of abandonment when they fi rst 
visited the place. It’s location was perfect – set in Central Arts 
District, and neighbors to the new School of Arts, the various 
design & arts schools and Esplanade, further down the stretch – 
made the site ideal.

Fellowship: In what state did you fi nd it when you fi rst took 
over?

Andrew: In a state of abandonment and dilapidation but it’s 
historic charm shone through.

Fellowship: What were the most curious/interesting things 
you came across when developing the property?

Preserving Mt Sophia 
The Old School, as it is today, is the brainchild of 
architect Andrew Lau, whose daughter is currently 
an MGS girl. What made him turn his attention 
to the lovely old buildings that was once housed 
generations of MGS girls? Fellowship fi nds out. 

Andrew: That many winged and furred creatures took 
residence in the wonderfully curious space during its period 
of vacancy.

Fellowship: What is your vision for The Old School?

Andrew: It is our every intent to turn Old School into a 
nexus of artistic activity and be one of the main arteries for 
the dialogue of art.

Old School will not only be a place for showcasing interesting 
art forms but also a place for exchange and stimulation. 
It’s also a free form space for young talents to curate and 
interact – a platform for discovery and to be discovered.

Fellowship: How are you preserving the heritage of 
the old school?

Andrew: Old School is minimal in style but rich in history 
and architecture. Many period details remain - pre war 
colonial architecture with partial fair-faced brick facades and 
post war buildings with linear Modernist touches. Calming 
labyrinths of long passageways, wide balconies, open 
rooftops and spacious, column-free spaces interwoven 
with unusual geometric creations of the 80s. We’ve 
been mindful in staying as true as possible to the original 
architecture of the building and therefore, able to present 
beautiful working spaces that meets the needs of the 
creative crowd.

Fellowship: Anything you’d like to say to the old MGS 
girls for whom it was truly their old school?

Andrew: It is important to respect our heritage, for it is 
the past that makes this place alive.
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After spending 20 years in the United States, Wang Ya Hui (Class 
of ’84) has settled back home as the music director and conductor 
of the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory Orchestra at the National 
University of Singapore. 

From music student to internationally acclaimed conductor, she 
is a woman who has triumphed in the male-dominated world 
of conducting, winning accolades and regard from the highest 
echelons of the music world, and setting her performing before 
royalty and heads of state.

Her start in MGS certainly set the foundation for this stellar 
career. “The fearless, love-a-challenge ‘girl power’ attitude led her 
to organize after-exam concerts, piano competitions, Talentime 
(she remembers challenging her classmate/Talentime participant, 
Koh Ching Ching – now spokesperson for OCBC Bank – how to 
add dance, choreograph on top of singing, or adding background 
music to dramas at LDDS Drama Night). All these opportunities 
helped build leadership, resilience and character.”

After doing the Music Elective Programme under Miss Kon Mei 
Leen as one of the subjects for her ‘O’ levels, Ya Hui eventually 
fl ew off to the US where her career in music eventually took off 
spectacularly. And as they say, the rest is a glittering history. 

Ya Hui became the fi rst Singaporean to enter the Curtis Institute 
of Music in Philadelphia as a conductor and was one of the few 
Asians to be enrolled. Her exceptional talent was acknowledged 
in the music world, when she clinched top prize in three of the 
world’s most prestigious conducting competitions: the 1998 
Nicolai Malko Competition in Copenhagen, Denmark; the 1996 
Dimitri Mitropoulos Competition in Athens, Greece; and the 1994 
Tokyo Competition in Japan. 

She made her debut appearance at the Royal Danish Theater in 
Copenhagen under the patronage of Queen Margarathe II of 
Denmark and later led the Royal Danish Orchestra and Ballet 
on a national tour of Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake in 2000. In 1999, 
she conducted her fi rst opera, Strauss’ Salome with the Danish 

MGS has always been strong for its music, 
and from it emerged Wang Ya Hui, who is now 
making waves in the local and international 
music scene….Classical, of course!

Music in Her Blood

National Opera, and in 2002 to conducted performances of 
Puccini’s Madame Butterfl y throughout Denmark, working 
with their major orchestras. No stranger to working with world 
class artists, collaborating with famous names like cellist Janos 
Starker, fl utist Peter-Lukas Graf, guitarist Christopher Parkening, 
and soprano Renee Fleming, amongst many others. In fact 
just last December, she was personally invited by Grammy 
award winning soprano Renee Fleming to collaborate again at 
the Baltimore Opera Gala Concert in the USA. 

Since her professional career began, she has been the 
assistant conductor of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, 
music director of Akron Symphony Orchestra in Ohio and 
the Evergreen Symphony Orchestra in Taipei amongst many 
others.

Among her MGS cohort, though, Ya Hui is perhaps best 
remembered as the girl who played the piano magically 

and who obligingly entertained 
the audiences during the 
intermission in countless school 
concerts and Drama Nights – 
modestly behind drawn stage 
curtains as stage hands hurried 
about to change the props. 

Of her fond memories of MGS, 
she mentions the “tuckshop 
– the mee siam that had 
cockroach legs in them, the 
very stingy prawn mee ladies, 
the sweaty char kway teow 
man…, the stone slide in the 
old Primary School Building, 
picking red seeds by the fence 
in primary school, adding jazzy 
chords or improvising our MGS 
song or hymns during Chapel 
period resulting in fi ts from the 
principal Mrs Tham and then 
music teacher Miss Kon!” 
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